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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

It is the vision of this LAP to develop Oldtown-Mooretown lands in
a coordinated, sustainable way, as a unique urban extension
connected to the existing town of Swords - a place with its own
character and identity, where people can live, work, recreate and
access various local services within an accessible area and be
part of a sustainable community. The landscape and associated
significant archaeological remains in this area present a unique
opportunity for the creation of a quality amenity and historical
reference point in the changing environment, a resource which
will inspire and shape the evolving character and identity of this
area.

This LAP will set out the optimum development strategy for the
proper planning and sustainable development of the plan lands.
The Oldtown-Mooretown LAP comprises 111.5ha of undeveloped
lands at the western development boundary of Swords, with a net
development area of approx 82 hectares. This LAP has the
potential to accommodate 3,400 units, at a net density of 35-50
dwellings per hectare, resulting in a population of circa 10,000.

The strategic elements of the LAP lands are set out hereunder:

Network of Archaeological Parks

Significant archaeological discoveries within the Oldtown-
Mooretown LAP lands will be integrated into the development of
this area through the identification of a network of interconnected
Archaeological Parks. These parks will form a key part of a
recreational and historical route linking the lands internally and
with the surrounding area. The protection of the archaeological
remains and integration of the archaeological heritage within the
present day landscape presents a significant opportunity to
enhance the character of this area. The provisions of the
Archaeological Conservation and Management Plan will form an
integral element of the LAP strategy and will be vital in informing
future Urban Design/Landscape Masterplan(s] for the lands.

Active and Passive Amenity

The LAP lands will require provision of a mix of active and passive
amenity space to be utilised by existing and future residents.
Active public open space in the form of playing pitches will be
located and developed within Swords Regional Park, which will be
well connected to the LAP lands and the surrounding area.
Additional open space, comprising both passive and small active
multi-use games areas and playgrounds, will be provided on site
in Oldtown and Mooretown, in addition to the network of
Archaeological Parks. Green corridors connecting open spaces
primarily for pedestrians/cyclists will ensure permeability and
ease of access for all to recreational amenities. A landscape
strategy for the location, extent, and design of differing amenity
uses will be undertaken as part of an Urban Design/Landscape
Masterplan(s) for the lands.

Western Distributor Link Road (WDLR)

The Western Distributor Link Road (WDLR) will form the
north-south spine of transport infrastructure, with a hierarchical
network of existing and new streets linking east-west from this
route.
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Green Corridors: Pedestrian and Cyclist Routes
Direct and well designed pedestrian and cyclist routes within
‘green corridors’ will complement the vehicular network, with
the issue of personal safety influencing their relationship with
the built environment. Buildings will provide strong frontages
where they define edges to green corridors and parks, and will
be orientated so as to ensure maximum natural surveillance.

Green Corridors will facilitate key links to Swords Regional
Park, Broadmeadow Linear Park, Archaeological Parks,
school sites, Local Centres, movement east to Swords Town
Centre/Metro Stops through existing areas and movement
south along WDLR to connect to the Ward River Valley Park.

Local Centres: Retail and Community Facilities

Two Local Centres, one within Oldtown and one within Moore-
town, will be required in tandem with development of LAP
lands to provide for local retail and non-retail services to
serve the communities in these areas.

The Local Centres will form the focal points/urban nodes
within Oldtown and Mooretown respectively. Each Local
Centre is located proximate to WDLR, in a highly visible
location, easily accessible by all modes of transport, in
particular pedestrians/cyclists, and proximate to schools and
open spaces, to support multi-purpose trips as much as
possible. These centres will be important in
creating/supporting community identity.

Schools

Two school campuses, one in Oldtown and a larger one in
Mooretown will serve the existing and proposed population.
The Oldtown campus will comprise two 16 class primary
schools and the Mooretown campus will comprise one 32
class primary school and one secondary school. A possible 16
class primary school is also identified within Mooretown Local
Centre.

Urban Design/Landscape Masterplan(s)

High quality urban design will be required to ensure the
development of a quality sustainable environment with its own
sense of place and identity, connected to the surrounding
area.

Landmark buildings will be supported at strategic locations in
the urban fabric to aid legibility and provide interest. Differing
forms and materials will be encouraged in order to create
distinctive environments and add to interest and legibility of
the environment. The school buildings, as key landmark
buildings, will play an important civic role in the urban
environment of the local centres/urban nodes, and will be
designed sensitively (with particular attention to boundary
treatments) to reflect this civic role. The Local Centres shall
also be distinctive in their design and character.

Hard and soft landscaping of the environment and design of
key spaces and pocket parks are also key in developing an at-
tractive place.
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Developers will be required to develop an Urban Design-
Landscape Masterplan for the LAP lands, or alternatively two
Urban Design-Landscape Masterplans - one for Oldtown and one
for Mooretown - following the adoption of this LAP.

Existing Residential Amenity

The amenity of adjoining 2 storey houses to the east and south
will be protected with provision of maximum 2 storey back-to-
back housing and incorporation of adequate separation distances.
Due regard will be given to the amenity of existing
dwellings/business within the plan lands and relationship with
new development.

Water Services Infrastructure

The LAP lands will be served by Swords Waste Water Treatment
Plant, which is due to be upgraded to 90,000 pe by end of 2012.
Upgrading of the foul network drainage system is also required to
accommodate development of the lands and this work will be
completed by end 2012 at the earliest. Prior to development of
each phase/any application being made, written confirmation
from Fingal Water Services Department will be required to state
that capacity is available within the water services infrastructure
and extent of that capacity.

Phasing

A phasing programme is set out as part of this LAP to ensure that
the physical and social infrastructure required is provided in
tandem with the residential development. The phasing
programme indicates the number of phases proposed, the
amount of residential development in each phase, and the
associated physical infrastructure (such as roads, water services
infrastructure) and the appropriate social facilities (such as
schools, childcare and health facilities) required.

Prior to the submission of any planning applications on the LAP
lands the developers shall be required to advance an
UrbanDesign/Landscape Masterplan(s) for the LAP lands,
prepared by an urban design team, comprising inter alia
qualified, experienced urban designers, landscape architects,
archaeologists with experience in conservation plans, road
engineers and water services engineers. This plan shall be
submitted for the agreement of the Planning Authority.

This LAP shall remain in force for a period of 6 years, or any
revised period provided for by new planning legislation.

An SEA Environmental Report and Appropriate Assessment
Screening Report is published in conjunction with this plan.
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*A small section of the lands in the south eastern
corner are zoned RS “to provide for residential
development and to protect and improve
residential amenity”. These lands will be
incorporated within the framework of the Local
Area Plan [LAP]

SECTION 1

1.0 Statutory Context

The Oldtown-Mooretown LAP lands are zoned RS1 within Fingal
Development Plan 2005-2011: “to provide for new residential
communities in accordance with approved local area plans and
subject to the provision of the necessary social and physical
infrastructure”*.

The LAP area comprises 111.5ha of undeveloped lands at the
western development boundary of Swords. .

The LAP is consistent with the objectives of the Fingal
Development Plan 2005-2011, as varied, and is prepared in
accordance with sections 18, 19 and 20 of the Planning and
Development Acts, 2000-2007 which set out the provisions for the
preparation of Local Area Plans. It is also in accordance with the
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive(2001/42/EC),
the objective of which is to "provide for a high level of protection of
the environment and to contribute to the integration of
environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption
of plans’.

In February 2008, the statutory requirement for an Appropriate
Assessment (AA) of all land use plans was further established by
a Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government Circular Letter (SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/08). The purpose
of Appropriate Assessment of local authority plans is to ensure
the protection of the integrity of European ‘Natura 2000’ sites is
included as an integral part of the planning process at a local
level. The requirement for Appropriate Assessment of plans or
projects originates from Article 6(3) and (4) of European Union
(EU) Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural
habitats and of wild fauna and flora, commonly known as the
‘Habitats Directive’, which is implemented in Ireland through the
European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations of 1997.
The LAP complies with the requirements of the Habitats Directive
in relation to AA.

The Plan will be in effect for a period of six years following its
adoption or any revised period provided for by new planning
legislation The Council may at any time amend or revoke the LAP.

1.1 Purpose of Local Area Plan
The Oldtown-Mooretown LAP will set out the optimum
development strategy for the proper planning and sustainable
development of the plan lands, and will address the following
elements:
oPhased and integrated development of LAP lands, primarily
for residential use, with a supporting level of mixed uses in
Local Centres to serve the needs of the area and support the
development of a sustainable community;
oCreation of a permeable and legible movement network for
all modes of transport linking the site internally and with the
surrounding area;
o Provision of high quality recreational open space and
amenity facilities to meet active and passive recreational
needs of the expanding population in this area;
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elncrease in community facilities and health care facilities,
in particular provision of additional schools;

eEnhancement and preservation of existing archaeological
sites and increase in appropriate usage and public acknowl
edgement of such sites.

eEnhancement and protection of existing environmental
features within the plan lands and Broadmeadow Linear
Park north of the plan lands.

Overarching issues relating to integration of elements of the
existing environment and urban design, will all be paramount in
ensuring this area has its own unique character and identity, with
a range of social as well as physical infrastructure which will
ensure it is a desirable place to live, work and recreate.

The LAP will help guide and regulate future development at a
detailed level for the Oldtown-Mooretown area.

1.2 Vision Statement

The Vision Statement for zoning objective RS1, as set out in the
Fingal Development Plan 2005-2011, states:

"To ensure the provision of high quality new residential
environments with good layout and design, with adequate public
transport and cycle links and within walking distance of
community facilities; to provide an appropriate mix of house
sizes, types and tenures in order to meet household needs and to
promote balanced communities’.

It is the vision of this LAP to develop Oldtown-Mooretown lands in
a coordinated, sustainable way, as a unique urban extension
connected to the existing town of Swords - a place with its own
character and identity, where people can live, work, recreate and
access various local services within an accessible area and be
part of a sustainable community. The landscape and associated
significant archaeological remains in this area present a unique
opportunity for the creation of a quality amenity and historical
reference point in the changing environment, a resource which
will inspire and shape the evolving character and identity of this
area.

1.3 Strategic Planning Context
In the preparation of this LAP due regard has been given to
following (inter alia) national, regional and local documents.

1.3.1  National Context and Guidelines:

National Spatial Strategy (2002 - 2020 )

The National Spatial Strategy (NSS] sets out a vision for the
balanced regional development of the entire country for the
period up to 2020, with particular focus on sustainable social,
economic and physical development. The NSS seeks to establish
a framework for appropriate development at a regional level
which makes provision for strategically located urban centres,
particularly “Gateways”, with the critical mass necessary to drive
wider regional development. Planning frameworks at regional
and local levels are required to reflect the objective of building
sustainable communities and neighbourhoods in a manner and at
locations consistent with the NSS.

Planning
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Transport 21 (2006-2015)

Announced in November 2005, Transport 21 sets out a 10 year
transport investment framework to 2015 covering both Exchequer
and Public Private Partnership (PPP) capital investments in
national roads and public transport. Under Transport 21, the
primary programme of rail based works for the Greater Dublin
Area include the development of Metro North from St. Stephens
Green via Dublin Airport to Swords, terminating north of Swords
town centre at Belinstown.

Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Residential
Development in Urban Areas (May 2009), and accompanying
document Urban Design Manual - A Best Practice Guide (May
2009)

These guidelines provide for improved integration between the
provision of housing and the essential supporting community and
social infrastructure. The Guidelines provide that facilities such
as schools, community amenities and childcare should be a
pre-requisite and provide for a more holistic partnership
approach in the delivery of both hard and soft infrastructure. The
Guidelines emphasise the important role of Development Plans
and Local Area Plans.

Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New
Apartments Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2007)

These guidelines seek to promote sustainable urban housing by
ensuring that the design and layout of new apartments provides
satisfactory accommodation for a variety of household types and
sizes including families with children.

The Planning System and Flood Risk Management, Guidelines
for Planning Authorities (November 2009)
These guidelines require the planning system at national,
regional and local levels to:
oAvoid development in areas at risk of flooding, particularly
floodplains, unless there are proven wider sustainability
grounds that justify appropriate development and where the
flood risk can be reduced or managed to an acceptable level
without increasing flood risk elsewhere;
oAdopt a sequential approach to flood risk management when
assessing the location for new development based on
avoidance, reduction and mitigation of flood risk; and
elncorporate flood risk assessment into the process of
making decisions on planning applications and planning
appeals.

The Government places a high degree of importance on planning
and development measures as a critically important element of
its overall strategic approach to adaptation to climate change and
flood risk management, building upon its long-standing
acknowledgement of flooding in legislation as an important
planning issue.

This LAP will have regard to The Planning System and Flood Risk
Management, Guidelines for Planning Authorities (November
2009).

Planning
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1.3.2 Regional Context:

Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area

2010 - 2022

The Regional Planning Guidelines (RPGs) for the Greater Dublin
Area (GDA] 2010-2022 provide a sustainable planning framework
for the GDA within the context of the Planning and Development
Act 2000 (as amended) and the National Spatial Strategy 2002-
2020.

The RPG’s distinguish between the Metropolitan and Hinterland

areas with distinct development strategies for both. Swords is

identified as a ‘Metropolitan Consolidation Town’ within the

Metropolitan Area. The strategy for the Metropolitan area in

general is to follow a development path which will:

(a) Consolidate development within the area

(b) Increase overall densities of development and

(c) Thereby facilitate the provision of a considerably enhanced
public transport system and facilitate and encourage a shift to
public transport.

1.3.3 Local Context:

Fingal Development Plan 2005-2011

The Fingal Development Plan 2005-2011 sets out the planning
context for the County. The Development Strategy for Swords as
set out in the Development Plan is to promote planned and
sustainable development of the County Town by:

o Consolidating existing and future development within well
defined town boundaries separated from the agricultural
hinterland by designated greenbelt areas.

oProviding for a much expanded civic, cultural, retail,
commercial and employment base at a level appropriate for
a vibrant major County town.

o Developing high quality public transport links to Dublin City,
Dublin Airport and the Greater Dublin Area.

oPromoting the development of high quality living and working
environments.

With regard to the Oldtown-Mooretown lands, the Fingal
Development Plan 2005-2011 includes a specific objective to
preserve views northwards over the LAP lands from the R125
Rathbeale Road (the southern boundary of the lands).

The following objectives on the County Development Plan Maps
relate specifically to the Oldtown lands:

Objective 165: ‘No access through Castleview/Ashton Broc,
Swords to new residential development.’

Objective 167: ‘To protect the archaeological heritage of this site’.
The Development Plan identifies the location of a recorded
monument at the southern eastern section of the lands, St.
Cronan’s Well, and a protected structure just beyond the south
eastern boundary, identified as Glasmore Abbey.

Swords Variation 29

Swords Variation 29 (adopted 14th July 2008) addresses the
integrated development of Swords in terms of landuse and
transportation, with specific regard to the arrival of Metro North.
Details of the variation, as it relates to Oldtown-Mooretown, are
set out hereunder:

Planning
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*This road link is referred to in this document as
Lord Mayor Link

- Objective SWORDS 17

To develop a Regional Park (of circa 65 ha) immediately west
of Oldtown, and adjoining and ultimately extending into the
Broadmeadow River Valley Linear Park. The Park shall serve
Swords and its hinterland, and shall comprise active
recreational and passive activities, commensurate with the
Council's vision for the emerging city of Swords.

- Objective SWORDS 18

To develop a ‘green necklace’ of open spaces which are linked
to each other and to the existing town centre of Swords, as
well as to new development areas; thus promoting enhanced
physical and visual connections to the Ward River Valley Park
and the Broadmeadow River Valley Park from within the
development boundary of Swords.

- Objective SWORDS 19

To facilitate and permit off-site provision of Class 1 open space
on strategic sites within Swords, where it maximizes the
opportunities of Metro North and advances the Council
objective to develop a Regional Park (LO A/Swords Objective
17).

- Objective SWORDS 20

To develop a series of new Neighbourhood Centres, on
strategic development areas and undeveloped zoned lands
within Oldtown, Fosterstown, Seatown Development Area,
Estuary Development Area and Lissenhall Strategic
Development Area, in accordance with an approved Local Area
Plan for Swords.

- Objective SWORDS 21
To develop a series of District Centres, of appropriate scale
and at suitable locations, to be determined and approved
within the context of the proposed Swords Local Area Plan,
albeit broadly identified as being located on sites within the
general land banks of

i) Lissenhall Strategic Development Area,

ii) Oldtown-Mooretown LAP area (at Mooretown) and

iii) Within the South East Quadrant of Swords.

- Objective SWORDS 22
To develop and augment the local road network to facilitate
the optimum and sustainable development of Swords.

Local Road Augmentations Proposed include:

(a) Oldtown-Mooretown Western Distributor Link Road;

(b) Oldtown-Lissenhall Link Road(s);

(c) Highfield Link Road; *

(d) Seatown Development Area Link Road(Swords Business
Park to Mountgorry Roundabout);

(e) Fosterstown Link Road;

Variation 29 includes the following changes to Swords map
SW1:
LO K - To develop Oldtown-Mooretown Western Distributor
Link Road, as part of a comprehensive package of local
road improvements to facilitate the optimum and
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sustainable development of West Swords development area,
in accordance with an approved LAP.This road must be
delivered in tandem with the construction of any new
dwellings on these lands, in accordance with the approved
phasing arrangements, as outlined in the LAP for the area.

Rezone GB to RS1 To provide for the rezoning of approximately
17 ha of land from GB to RS1 at Oldtown/Mooretown, thereby
extending the development boundary of Swords westwards to
provide adequate additional lands to support an improved road
and public transport network in west Swords and to support
the provision of a mix of uses at this location necessary for the
creation of a strong, vibrant and well serviced community,
including the Regional Park (Objective SWORDS 17).

Rezone from GB to OS of approximately 65 ha of agricultural
land west of Oldtown and adjoining and ultimately extending
into the Broadmeadow River Valley Linear Park.

Your Swords, An Emerging City, Strategic Vision 2035
(non-statutory document published in June 2008])

In order to facilitate the planning of Metro North within a realistic
and proactive long-term physical context, a Strategic Vision for
Swords has been developed, and this will be implemented over
the next 25 years or so. The Strategic Vision examines how
Swords will cater for future growth and will promote a thriving
vibrant consolidated major town - an emerging city - with a
population of 100,000 and comparable increases in employment
and services.

Oldtown-Mooretown is identified in the Strategic Vision document
given the scale of development which it can cater for and also its
position at the western development edge of Swords. The
development of the lands will contribute to and augment the local
road network, provide for additional residential development, with
supporting retail and commercial development, as well as school
facilities and recreational infrastructure.
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Oldtown-Mooretown LAP lands, west Swords
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View of Mooretown Lands

View of Oldtown lands from south to north

View of Oldtown lands from north to south

Northern Oldtown lands adjoining Broadmeadow River
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SECTION 2: CONTEXT - EXISTING
ENVIRONMENT

21 Strategic Location and Description of the Locality
The LAP area comprises approximately 111.5 hectares and is located
at the western development edge of Swords. The Rathbeale Road
(R125) divides the plan lands into two distinct areas, with the lands
to the north of the road known as Oldtown [c. 50.4 ha) and to the
south known as Mooretown (c 61 ha). The Rathbeale Road connects
to Swords Town Centre approx 2 km to the east, and Ashbourne is
located approx 10 km to the west. The Broadmeadow River is
located north of the Oldtown lands, beyond the LAP boundary.

The subject lands are located within a rapidly-developing area in
the northwest of Swords. The Swords-Lissenhall DED, in which the
lands are located, has grown by 49.6% in the last inter-censal
period.

The lands are primarily agricultural in nature and located in a
transitional zonal area, being between an existing built up area and
the rural area. A limited number of individual residences and
commercial premise are located on the lands adjoining the
Rathbeale Road, and 2 no. temporary school facilities are located
north of the Rathbeale Road. The temporary schools have been
granted planning permission and a permanent structure will be
built in due course.

To the west of Mooretown the lands are zoned ‘GB - "to protect and
provide for a greenbelt to demarcate the urban and rural area and
provide for agriculture and amenity in a manner that protects the
physical and visual amenity of the area’. To the west and north of
Oldtown, the lands are zoned ‘0S’ - to preserve and provide for
open space and recreational amenities’, with the 0S lands to the
west identified for Swords Regional Park and OS lands to north for
Broadmeadow Linear Park, adjoining the Broadmedow River. To
the east and south of the LAP lands are existing residential
developments, zoned ‘RS’ - "to provide for residential development
and to protect and improve residential amenity’. Existing residential
housing estates include Ashton, Glen Ellan and Applewood areas
adjoining the Oldtown lands; and Cianlea, Lioscian, Abbeyvale,
Berwick and Ormond Estates adjoining Mooretown lands.

Access to the Mooretown lands is generally restricted to
agricultural and individual residential access points only from the
Rathbeale Road. Lands at Oldtown are accessible by an extension
to a local distributor road known as the Glen Ellan Distributor Road
Extension, which traverses this landbank.
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The LAP lands are traversed by three separate ESB lines and
pylons - two 110kV traverse the Mooretown lands and one 38kV
traverse the Oldtown lands.

2.2 Landscape and Visual Assessment

The LAP lands are primarily greenfield and agricultural in use,
with the site character largely defined by the hard urban edge
of the adjoining residential development along the eastern
boundary.

The lands at Mooretown, south of the Rathbeale Road, comprise
a significant number of trees/hedgerows subdividing the lands.
Lands at Oldtown, to the north, contain large fields with few
subdivisions. The use of existing vegetation on site where

Mooretown ESB pylons appropriate has value in integrating future development into the
existing landscape. Trees and hedgerows should be preserved
where it is desirable to do so. For example, the preservation of
hedgerows around the perimeter of the archaeological sites will
benefit the overall development, given the amenity value of the
existing vegetation and also its role as boundary to the
archaeological sites. Preservation of townland boundaries is
also desirable.

In terms of topography, the subject lands are gently undulating.
The Oldtown lands are relatively flat, falling gently from south
to north. A high point of over 30m. 0.D. is located at the south-
west corner of the site adjacent to the Rathbeale Road. The site
falls towards the north-east corner to a low point of under
10m.0.D, in proximity to the Broadmeadow River. There are
small areas of steep slopes within the Oldtown lands in the 1in
10 to 1in 20 range, due to an east-to-west minor escarpment
located across the midpoint of the site. There are short-distance
views into the Oldtown lands from the Rathbeale Road and from
the housing development to the east. There are long distance
views from the site out towards the north uplands and west over
the adjacent agricultural lands.

The Mooretown lands fall gently away from a high point in the
south to the north. The high point, which is over 45m. 0.D. is
located in the extreme south-west corner of the lands, while the
low point is located close to the north-east corner of the lands
at a level of under 30m. 0.D. The slope across the Mooretown
lands is relatively even, with no significant internal undulations.
The main short-distance views into the site are from the north,
from the Rathbeale road. There are short-distance views into
the Mooretown lands from an area of public space contained
within the housing area immediately to the east

(where Glasmore Abbey is located), and from the houses to the
south. There are partial views out towards the north and west
from the site. These are partially interrupted by the network of
hedgerows.
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Broadmeadow River

Glasmore Abbey

2.3 Broadmeadow River: Link to a Designated

Nature Conservation Area

The LAP lands are within the catchment of the Broadmeadow River,
located north of the lands. This river flows into the Broadmeadow
(Malahide) estuary, which is a designated SPA, cSAC, pNHA and
Ramsar site. It is therefore important that the quality of this river
is maintained and that all future development examines surface
water issues, and a Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS)
strategy is implemented.

The river and the potential to extend its associated linear park will
be an important amenity resource for future residents of this area
and development will be well designed so as to ensure clear and
direct linkages to this riverside park.

2.4 Archaeological and Built Heritage

There is one recorded archaeological monument listed in the
Record of Monuments and Places (RMP), namely St. Cronan’s Holy
Well (DU011-018), located within the southeastern corner of the
lands. The reputed remains of Glasmore Abbey church (DU011-019)
is located just beyond the southeastern corner of the plan lands in
the adjoining residential development of Cianlea Estate.

The LAP lands were surveyed in detail between the years 2003-
2008 (see attached map in Appendix 2). This survey work included
non-invasive (a desk study, field walkover survey, geophysical
survey) and invasive (monitoring of topsoil stripping and test
trenching) archaeological investigations. The focus of these
investigations has been to provide a detailed archaeological
assessment for consideration in the development of a planning
strategy for this LAP.

The most significant result of these investigations has been the
identification of a previously unknown extensive early medieval
ecclesiastical complex; a religious site with burials and settlement,
dating to the first millennium AD. This complex is entirely
subsurface, without any remains above ground, and presents only
as natural ridges within green fields. It extends from the southern
part of Oldtown, into the northern part of Mooretown. The complex
is now cut by the Rathbeale Road and separated into two different
townlands, however these are modern divisions and it is important
to remember that the complex would have presented as one
comprehensive unit.

In addition to the ecclesiastical complex at Oldtown-Mooretown,
further significant archaeology was discovered within the
Mooretown lands, including a water mill, medieval settlement in
vicinity of Glasmore Church, fluacht fiadh and natural spring source
for the recorded holy well, and ringfort, and in Oldtown some
possible post medieval ditches.

Additional archaeological investigation, including geophysical
survey, will be required in the Oldtown area, in particular an area
at the western boundary with the Swords Regional Park. This will
be addressed post LAP at Masterplan stage in consultation with the
National Monuments Section of DoEHLG.

Views toward the northern uplands from the ecclesiastical
settlement are particularly dominant from the Oldtown
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complex (see Viewshed Diagram Appendix 2J.
Given the scale of discoveries within the plan lands, a
Conservation and Management Plan was undertaken by
Margaret Gowen & Company Ltd on behalf of Fingal County
Council. The plan comprises the following key elements:
oOutline of the historical and cultural significance of the
lands at Oldtown-Mooretown;
oRecognition that with much of the remains below ground,
the layout and configuration of modern development has a
role to play in supporting the identity of these features;
oPolicies for the protection and management of the
below-ground remains;
eRecommendations for improving access in the form of an
Archaeological Park and greenways, linking archaeological
features and surrounding parklands;
o Guiding principles for future planning and development
strategies.

The ecclesiastical discoveries present a significant opportunity
to build upon the character and identity of this area through the
development of a network of amenity spaces as part of the LAP,
protecting and highlighting the historical and cultural value of
the lands, while at the same time meeting modern needs.

The Conservation and Management Plan is a key supporting
document to the LAP and shall be a key reference document in
the future development of the lands. A summary of the main
recommendations, policies and next steps within the plan are
incorporated within this LAP in section 3.1.1 and Appendix 2.

Consultation with the National Monuments Section of
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government took place to seek approval and guidance on the
suitability and acceptability of proposed strategies which were-
designed to realise the full archaeological potential of the
development area.

2.5 Existing Transportation Network

2.5.1 Road Network
The main existing roads serving the Oldtown-Mooretown areas
are:

Rathbeale Road: The development lands are bisected by the
R125 Rathbeale Road that links Swords to Ashbourne and the
N2 route corridor. This road is the primary transport corridor
through north-western Swords. Traffic capacity is limited,
especially by the junction at St. Cronan’s Avenue, where there
is little in the way of additional traffic lanes at the signals. The
Rathbeale Road on its own cannot sustain the transport needs
for access to the major scale of development which could be
facilitated at Oldtown and Mooretown.

There are no bus priority facilities along the Rathbeale Road.
The major public transport corridor serving Swords is

located at the eastern side of the Town, where a Quality Bus
Corridor (QBC) is provided along the R132 to Dublin. It is planned
that Metro North will follow the R132 corridor. In order to
provide high quality public transport services for the Oldtown
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Glen Ellan Road Extension

and Mooretown areas, it will be necessary to construct a spur QBC
that will connect West Swords to Swords Main Street and to the
Metro North/Swords QBC corridor.

Glen Ellan Road and Extension: Glen Ellan Road is a 2-lane single
carriageway and frontage-free road that has been developed
through new residential areas at Applewood and Glen Ellan, with
an extension to this road bisecting greenfield lands at Oldtown and
terminating at an existing temporary school site at the western
edge of the LAP lands. This road extends from the Oldtown area
eastward to a junction with Balheary Road, and provides a route to
the R132 at the Estuary junction that bypasses the Rathbeale Road.

Pedestrians/cyclists will also be able to directly access the Estuary
Metro Stop by travelling along the Glen Ellan route, connecting at
Balheary Road Junction to the Stop via Balheary Park.

The Glen Ellan road as it currently exists has a 7.5 m carriageway,
verge, footpath and off road cycletrack which is of fairly poor quality
and lacks continuity at junctions, especially at three roundabouts.
In its current design the existing Glen Ellan Road Extension would
facilitate traffic travelling at speed through the development. The
facilities for cyclists and pedestrians will require improvement,
including provision of suitable crossing points

The existing Glen Ellan Road extension will form an important route
through the development lands, being accessed by the permitted
Gaelscoil and Eductate Together School, the proposed

Archaeological Park and a proposed Local/Neighbourhood Centre.

Swords Integrated Traffic Model

An Integrated Traffic Model has been prepared for Swords as part
of the document 'Your Swords, An Emerging City, Strategic Vision
2035".

The model identifies the existing road network which converges
onto the Main Street or the R132, creating constraint ‘pinch-points’
at a limited number of locations where traffic streams converge.
There is no north-south connectivity in the west of Swords and
there is a lack of a quality public transport route.

In the long term, Swords will require the Swords Western Ring
Road (SWRRJ, which will be located further west of the Oldtown-
Mooretown lands, to act as a bypass of Swords at a strategic level,
providing a more direct and efficient route from the M1 north of
Lissenhall to the N2 north of the M50 (via the future Airport road
network system) and connecting with the strategic metro park and
ride site at Lissenhall.

In considering the medium term development of the LAP lands, the
Model indicates that the development potential of the Oldtown-
Mooretown lands is severely constrained by the existing
transportation network. The lack of a high capacity route to the west
means that new development would either have to travel east to
access the R132/M1 or travel west via substandard roads, such as
the Naul Road/R108. A tiered and phased approach to road network
improvements will therefore be required in tandem with
development of the LAP lands and should include the following
elements:
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- Development of the Western Distributor Link Road and
Inner Ward River Valley Crossing - these proposals serve
a more local need for development of the lands than that
of SWRR.

- Enhancement of existing junctions in the area.

- A quality bus route.

- Integrated pedestrian and cyclist network.

Road network proposals will be examined in more detail within
section 3.2 on Movement Strategy.

R132

GLEN ELLAN RD
EXTENSION

\

BALHEARY
INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE
JUNCTION

RATHBEALE RD RATHBEALE ROAD
JUNCTION

/ BALHEARYRD —>>

CASTLEGRANGE_—

JUNCTION

\ WATERY LANE

MURROUGH RD

External Road Network
2.6 Existing Water Services Infrastructure

2.6.1 Surface Water Drainage
The LAP lands are within the catchment of the Broadmeadow River.
There are a number of local water courses within the plan lands.

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) will be a key
element of the strategy for the LAP lands. A SuDS Strategy has
been commissioned by Fingal County Council as part of this LAP.
This is discussed further in section 3.5.

There is an existing surface water pipe along the eastern
boundary of the Oldtown lands, which culverts a significant length
of stream at this location. Where practicable, this culvert should be
removed and the stream returned to its natural state.

2.6.2 Water Quality

In accordance with Water Framework Directive and Eastern River
Basin District subdivision, Oldtown-Mooretown LAP lands fall
within the Broadmeadow Water Management Unit, which includes
the Broadmeadow River and Ward River. Maintaining and improving
water quality is a key consideration in development of the lands.
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Existing Drainage and Watercourses

2.6.3 Fingal East Meath Flood Risk Assessment and
Management Study (FEM FRAMS) and
Broadmeadow River

Fingal County Council, with project partners Meath County

Council and the Office of Public Works is currently carrying out

FEM FRAMS, which is a catchment-based flood risk assessment

and management study of rivers and streams within the county

area.

The Broadmeadow River runs along the northern boundary of
the site with several tributaries running through the
development lands. Draft flood risk maps have been produced
for this river for the 1% (1 in 100) and 0.1%(1 in 1000) probability
of flooding. This impacts on the extent of development within
the plan lands.

2.6.4 Water Supply

The LAP lands are within the district served by the reservoir in
Ballycoolin, with water derived from the Leixlip water treatment
plant. Plans for a substantial upgrade to the Leixlip plant to
increase output are well advanced and are expected to be
complete by end of 2013.

There is an existing 800 mm diameter Kingston to Lissenhall
ductile iron watermain crossing the development lands. This
water main must be protected as part of any future development
and its associated wayleave area incorporated within public
open space and/or a public road. Itis not suitable for this water
main to be enclosed within private property given its regional
function. There may be an opportunity to move part of the pipe
to suit infrastructure development for the plan. This may be
explored at Masterplan stage.
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A 150 mm diameter watermain exists along the Rathbeale Road. A
250mm diameter water main runs along the length of the Glen Ellan
Road extension to the temporary schools.

Proposed development shall ensure that the existing pipelines are
protected and wayleaves incorporated.

2.6.5 Waste Water Treatment

At present, Swords WWTP is operating at its design capacity of 60,000
p.e. Fingal County Council intends to upgrade the plant to 90,000 p.e.
in the medium term and to 140,000 in the long term. Works on the
medium term upgrade to 90,000 p.e. are expected to be completed
by end of 2012.

At present the WWTP does not have capacity to accommodate
development of the LAP lands. Development will only be allowed
where capacity is available (see section 4 on phasing].

2.6.6 Foul Drainage Infrastructure

A 450mm diameter waste pipe runs from west to east through the
north of the Oldtown, and a 500mm diameter waste sewer through
the south of the Oldtown. These sewers connect to the existing
network at Applewood/Glen Ellan. There are no existing foul sewers
on the Mooretown site, but site levels indicate that it would drain to
Rathbeale Road and connect to the existing sewer there.

The Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (GDSDS) modelled the
Swords foul drainage network. A number of deficiencies were
identified in the network downstream of the proposed lands. It is
planned to address the deficiencies in the downstream sewer
network as part of the upgrading of the Swords foul drainage
networks. These works are not expected to be complete until 2012 at
the earliest. Development will only be accommodated where upgrade
to the network has been complete and capacity is created.

2.6.7 Groundwater

The Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) has recently completed a
Ground Water Protection Scheme for Fingal. Development in this
area shall have regard to this scheme.

2.7 Local Retail Services

To assist the Council in addressing and resolving retailing issues in
Swords and devising an evidence-led Retail Strategy, a review of the
2004 County Retail Strategy as it relates to Swords was undertaken
and is set out within the document Your Swords An Emerging City
Strategic Vision 2035". The retail assessment examined the existing
network of neighbourhood centres in Swords. The retail and service
needs for the northwest Swords area, within which Oldtown-
Mooretown is situated, are currently met by Applewood,
Brackenstown and Rathbeale Neighbourhood Centres. The main food
convenience shopping in this area needs to be augmented as there
is currently under-provision of services to meet the existing needs
of residents.

2.8 Schools

An assessment of existing schools was undertaken as part of this
LAP and discussions were held with the Department of Education
and Science. A school site is reserved in the neighbouring
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Applewood development for a 16 classroom school - to date an 8
classroom school has been constructed. There are 2 temporary
primary schools located on the Oldtown lands, which have
received planning permission for permanent structures. These
schools, together with the provision at Applewood, will adequately
serve the Oldtown lands.

With regard to Mooretown, the LAP lands will generate the need
for a secondary school and an additional 2 primary schools for
Mooretown. A 32 class primary school and secondary school will
be located on the one campus, with the option for an additional
primary school within the Mooretown Local Centre.

2.9 Recreational Facilities

There are a lack of playing pitches and large class 1 open space
areas in northwest Swords. Under Variation 29 of the Fingal
Development Plan 2005-2011, land has been designated adjoining
the Oldtown lands for use as a Regional Park. This land has not yet
been developed.

In terms of passive amenity, the Broadmeadow Linear Park is an
important resource in this area. Its completion north of the plan
lands and linkage with the Regional Park would significantly
contribute to the value and usage of this space.
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SECTION 3: STRATEGIC VISION AND
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

The Oldtown-Mooretown lands will be developed in a
coordinated, sustainable way, as a unique urban extension
connected to the existing town of Swords - a place with its own
character and identity, where people can live, work, recreate
and access various local services within an accessible area and
be part of a sustainable community. The landscape and
associated significant archaeological remains in this area
present a unique opportunity for the creation of a quality
amenity and historical reference point in the changing
environment, a resource which will inspire and shape the
evolving character and identity of this area.

This section will set out the key strategic elements which will
be required to ensure the co-ordinated and phased
development of the plan lands and establishes a number of
objectives to provide for the proper planning and sustainable
development of this area of Swords.

The Oldtown-Mooretown LAP comprises 111.5ha of undeveloped
lands at the western development boundary of Swords, with a
net development area of approx 82 hectares. It is estimated that
the Local Area Plan will facilitate approx. 3400 residential units
(1600 at Oldtown and 1800 at Mooretown), equating to an

approximate new population in the region of 10,000 on the west
side of Swords. This population will be supported by a range of
community services, open space and physical infrastructure,
which will be developed in tandem with the growth of the area.

The following strategic elements will be addressed in this LAP:

- Strategic Open Space and Recreational Framework

- Movement Strategy and Transportation Infrastructure

- Landuse Mix: Residential Development; Retail and
Commercial services; Education and Community
Infrastructure

- Urban Design Framework and Masterplan(s)

- Water Services Infrastructure

341 Strategic Open Space and Recreational

Framework

In devising the Open Space strategy there has been a deliberate
effort made to create a tangible link between the open space
network and the significant archaeological heritage of the LAP
lands, and in a wider context to establish a connection with the
open space network in the wider Swords area. A hierarchy of
spaces with appropriate uses is proposed. The treatment of the
open spaces, with regard to their position in the hierarchy, the
links between the spaces, and the connectivity to lands outside
the LAP, are fundamental to the strategy.

The Strategic Open Space and Recreational framework will
comprise 3 distinct elements:

eArchaeological Parks

oBroadmeadow Linear Park

oSwords Regional Park and Class 1 Open Space
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These strategic elements will be brought together and
connected via
oGreen Corridors and Class 2 Open Space areas, including
small scale active multi use games areas, pocket parks for
kick-about and playgrounds.

The delivery of open space shall take place in tandem with
development, as set out within the phasing programme in
section 4.

It is an objective of this LAP that developers will be required to
develop an Urban Design/Landscape Masterplan(s] for the plan
lands, following adoption of the LAP (see section 3.4). The
Landscape element of the Masterplan shall address in detail the
overall landscape and open space strategy for the plan lands,
including design of archaeological parks [in line with the
Archaeological Conservation and Management Plan discussed
hereunder]; design of class 2 open spaces and identification of
differing uses within the open space hierarchy; design of green
corridors; incorporation of existing trees/hedgerows/streams;
landscaping of public realm and streets, particularly tree lined
streets of WDLR and Main Streets in Oldtown and Mooretown.

3.1.1 Archaeological Parks

At a local level the open space strategy is informed by the
historical and archaeological context of the Oldtown-Mooretown
lands. The most significant archaeological find is that of the
ecclesiastical complex adjoining both sides of the Rathebeale Road.
A number of additional finds within Mooretown are linked to this
site, revealing a landscape rich in history.

The archaeological discoveries form the basis of the open space
strategy, which is to create a network of Archaeological Parks,
interconnected via green corridor links, resulting in the creation of
a recreational route linking in with the wider recreational/amenity
facilities/community services in the area. The Archaeological Parks
will be sensitively designed to protect and preserve in situ their
archaeological remains and will be designed in a modern context
to ‘tell the story’ of this heritage resource through signage, design
features and dissemination of interpretative material. The creation
of areas of interest within/adjoining/linking the archaeological
parks will also be important in ensuring these areas are attractive
and utilised open spaces. The intention is to incorporate the
below-ground remains successfully into the new developments for
the area. It is not about isolating or reconstructing the past to
curtail change but rather to strike a balance between protecting
the essential archaeological character of the landscape and its
continuing evolution in response to modern needs.

The four main archaeological parks are the ecclesiastical complex
north and south of the Rathbeale Road, referred to hereafter as
‘Rathbeale Park’; the archaeology to the southeast of Mooretown
adjoining Glasmore Abbey, referred to hereafter as ‘Glasmore
Green’; the Holy Well site; and the water mill site, which is
incorporated within a green link with associated SuDS ponds,
referred to hereafter as 'Watermill Park’. The Conservation and
Management Plan (by Margaret Gowen & Co Ltd, March 2010)
establishes a management plan for each of these discoveries which
relate to the general policies to protect and promote the
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archaeological remains, and are summarised in appendix 2 of
this plan. The Conservation and Management Plan shall be
referred to fully in the undertaking of an Urban Design/
Landscape Masterplan(s] for the area (see section 3.4).

Rathbeale Park - Actions:
Oldtown Section:Rathbeale Park — Actions:

oDesignate the lands at Oldtown where the remains of the
ecclesiastical complex were revealed, north of Rathbeale
Road as ‘Rathbeale Archaeological Park’ (Policy 1).

o Define the extent of this archaeological park (categorised
as open space] as the newly built access road to the school
to the north, the site of the school and car-parking to the
west, an existing watercourse boundary to the east and the
Rathbeale Road to the south (Policy 1).

oExclude this area from all development and designate for
passive recreation use only, with provision for a minimal
non-invasive landscape strategy to be applied across its
extent, designed to create a naturalised landscape. This
will ensure that the topographical nature of the land will
not be altered by development (Policy 1).

oThe planting of meadow grass, the placement of seating
and the creation of linkages with other sites in the LAP
area are to be considered as minimal landscaping works
(Policy 2).

oApproval of all landscaping work and boundary treatment
is required by a supervising archaeologist (Policy 2).

oTo make aware all on-site landscaping contractors or
personnel from Fingal County Council Parks Department
of the sensitivity and importance of the below-ground
remains (Policy 2J.

oTrain all on-site landscaping contractors or personnel from
Fingal County Council Parks Department in appropriate
onsite and landscape management of an archaeological
site for its future protection (Policy 2).

oPromote the future protection of the site through the
dissemination of the main findings of the final excavation
and survey results (of all archaeological work carried out
across the site, in accessible prose) through local history
channels (Policy 3).

oPrepare photo-montages that take advantage of the views
and can show the location of other archaeological sites
within the landscape (Policy 3).

oReflect the historic nature of the land through the future
amenity use of the site (Policy 4).

oProtect views from the Archaeological Park towards the
northern uplands and to the coast (Policy 1 & 4).

oErect relevant information boards/signage panels at the
Archaeological Park in tandem with advice from the
National Monuments Service (DoEHLG]). One venue
considered to be appropriate for such display is in the
Oldtown School or carpark (in view of the school's
projected use, out of school hours, as a community
centre/resource, and therefore its appropriateness as a
venue for such display, removed from the possibility of
vandalism). The inclusion of other displays in the parkland
areas may also be considered appropriate (Policy 4).
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»Retain the existing stone cross in situ (Policy 4).
Create a linkage across the Rathbeale Road to join the
separated parts of the Rathbeal Archaeological Park
(Policy 4).

oPromote ongoing and sustainable movement between
Archaeological Parks (Policy 5).

oDevelop linkages to and from this site to provide an
accessible archaeological landscape, open to all, which will
respect the archaeological remains and provide a
sympathetic and appropriate setting, maintaining the
topographical integrity of the site within a changing
environment (Policy 5).

Mooretown Section:

oDesignate the lands at Mooretown where the remains of
the ecclesiastical complex were revealed, south of
Rathbeale Road as ‘Rathbeale Archaeological Park’

(Policy 1).

oDefine the extent of this archaeological park (categorised
as open space) as Rathbeale Road to the north, an existing
watercourse to the south and east and to the west by an
established scrub boundary (Policy 1).

oSet the archaeological site within a larger open space area
that takes account of the natural field boundaries and
incorporates the watercourse to the east and south of the
site so the setting is maintained (Policy 1).

oRetain in situ this archaeological site in its entirety and exclude
from development. The extent of this exclusion zone is to be
developed and agreed with the DoEHLG (Policy 1).

oReserve the archaeological site for passive amenity and
propose an area to the east that has not revealed
archaeological features to date for activities such as a
playground subject to full archaeological investigation
(Policy 2).

»Design pathways, by using bark chippings to delineate ways,
on top of the below ground remains along enclosure ditches.
These could be introduced over a geotextile layer that would
protect and sustain the original ground level and create and
designate an appropriate pathway though the site. (Policy 2].

oApproval of all landscaping work and boundary treatment is
required by a supervising archaeologist (Policy 2).

oTo make aware all on-site landscaping contractors or
personnel from Fingal County Council Parks Department of
the sensitivity and importance of the below-ground remains
(Policy 2).

oTrain all on-site landscaping contractors or personnel from
Fingal County Council Parks Department in appropriate onsite
and landscape management of an archaeological site for its
future protection (Policy 2).

oProvide signage at several vantage points around the site. By
using text and drawings, representations of archaeological
remains can be shown on the signage creating a better
understanding of how the site would have looked and how it
was constructed (Policy 3 & 4.

oCreate a link across the Rathbeale Road to join the separated
parts of the Rathbeale Archaeological Park (Policy 4.
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oProvide a pedestrian link over the watercourse to the south
of the site (Policy 4).

oPlanting regimes around the watercourse and potential
play area will be designed to be attractive and have year-
round interest, yet have low maintenance requirements to
ensure management costs are kept to a minimum.

eEnhance and widen the watercourse as part of the SuDS
strategy for the LAP lands; creating a wetland area that can
be enjoyed as a natural amenity as well as reinforcing the
setting for the archaeological site (Policy 4).

oDevelop linkages to and from this site to provide an
accessible archaeological landscape, open to all, which will
respect the archaeological remains and provide a
sympathetic and appropriate setting, maintaining the
topographical integrity of the site within a changing
environment (Policy 5).

Glasmore Green - Actions

oDesignate the lands at Mooretown where the remains of a
medieval secular complex were revealed as ‘Glasmore
Green Archaeological Park’ (Policy 1).

o Define the extent of this archaeological park (categorised
as open space) on the LAP mapping (Policy 1.

oSet the archaeological remains, which presentin an L-
shaped pattern along a ridge, within a larger open space
area that takes account of the natural topography and
maintains a direct link to the upstanding remains of
Glasmore Abbey in the neighbouring lands (Policy 1).

oRetain this archaeological site in its entirety in situ and
exclude from all development. Develop and agree the
extent of this exclusion zone with the DoEHLG (Policy 1).

oReserve the archaeological site for passive amenity while
the surrounding parkland will encompass areas for seating
or picnic tables and signage, subject to investigation
(Policy 2).

oApproval of all landscaping work and boundary treatment
is required by a supervising archaeologist (Policy 2].

oTo make aware all on-site landscaping contractors or
personnel from Fingal County Council Parks Department
of the sensitivity and importance of the below-ground
remains (Policy 2).

oTrain all on-site landscaping contractors or personnel from
Fingal County Council Parks Department in appropriate
onsite and landscape management of archaeological sites
for their future protection (Policy 2).

oProvide access links in the form of pathways or tracks
between this and other sites in the vicinity, such as the
Rathbeale Archaeological Park, the holy well site and the
recorded abbey site of Glasmore (DU011-019) (Policy 4).

oProvide signage to interpret the below-ground remains for
the general public and to provide a network of historic
information throughout the LAP lands and into the broader
landscape (Policy 4).

oPreserve in situ the upstanding remains of Glasmore Abbey
(DU011-019) and improve the presentation of the site by
removing the unattractive high metal palisade fencing.
Incorporate the upstanding recorded monument into the
overall ‘archaeological story’ (Policy 4).

oDevelop in association with the DoEHLG an appropriate
treatment to identify the extent of below ground
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Excavation at Holy Well

Water mill foundations

archaeological remains (Policy 4).

oDevelop linkages to and from this site to provide an
accessible archaeological landscape, open to all, which will
respect the archaeological remains and provide a
sympathetic and appropriate setting, maintaining the
topographical integrity of the site within a changing
environment (Policy 5).

Holy Well - Actions

oDesignate the lands at Mooretown where the remains of a
holy well, known as St Cronan’s well (DU011-018) was
revealed as ‘St Cronan’s Well Archaeological Park’
(Policy 1).

oDefine the extent of this archaeological park (categorised
as open space) on the LAP mapping (Policy 1) as a small
rectangular pocket park.

oDefine the extent and treatment of the recorded holy well
site subject to discussion and agreement with Fingal
County Council and DoEHLG (Policy 1).

oProtect a newly revealed fulacht fiadh at this location
(Policy 1).

oApproval of all landscaping work and boundary treatment
is required by a supervising archaeologist (Policy 2).

oTo make aware all on-site landscaping contractors or
personnel from Fingal County Council Parks Department
of the sensitivity and importance of the below-ground
remains (Policy 2).

oTrain all on-site landscaping contractors or personnel from
Fingal County Council Parks Department in appropriate
onsite and landscape management of archaeological sites
for their future protection (Policy 2).

oPlace signage to identify and record the archaeological
remains of the holy well and how it relates to the other parts
of the ecclesiastical complex and enforces the sense of a
sacral landscape.

oDevelop linkages to and from this site to provide an accessible
archaeological landscape, open to all, which will respect the
archaeological remains and provide a sympathetic and
appropriate setting, maintaining the topographical integrity of
the site within a changing environment (Policy 5).

Water Mill Park -Actions

oDesignate the lands at Mooretown where the remains of a
water mill was revealed as ‘Watermill Park’ (Policy 1).

»Define the extent of this archaeological park (categorised as
open space) on the LAP mapping as a linear green space and
integrated within the development as a river-side walk
(Policy 1).

oDevelop the watercourse as an attractive feature within the
LAP lands in order to protect and provide an appropriate
setting for the site (Policy 2).

oRetain the masonry remains of the watermill site within this
landscape parkland, and protect by an exclusion zone where
no development can take place (Policy 2).

oApproval of all landscaping work and boundary treatment is
required by a supervising archaeologist (Policy 2).

oTo make aware all on-site landscaping contractors or
personnel from Fingal County Council Parks Department of
the sensitivity and importance of the below-ground remains
(Policy 2).
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oTrain all on-site landscaping contractors or personnel
from Fingal County Council Parks Department in
appropriate onsite and landscape management of
archaeological sites for their future protection (Policy 2).

eldentify areas that are known to be free from
archaeological remains and plant with appropriate trees,
shrubs and flowers (Policy 2 and 4).

oDevelop an informed landscaped river walk through the
creation of signage and points of interest to and from the
watermill site (Policy 4).

eInterpret the below-ground remains for the general
public, by providing signage and consideration could be
given to exposing the masonry remains or interpreting

the site layout and plan form on the present day ground

surface by a series of markers (Policy 4).

oDevel